
United States Patent 1191 [III Patent Number: _ 5741,167 

11111111llllll1 
US00574 1167A 

HWWY [453 Date of Patent: Apr. 21, 1998 

r541 REMOTELY CONTROLLABLE SIGNAL 
GENERATING PLATFORM 

I?51 

[731 

Inventor: James D. Hagerty. Tiverton. R.I. 

Assignee: The United States of America as 
represented by the Secretary of the 
Navy, Washington. D.C. 

r211 

WI 

r511 
[521 
1581 

Appl. I No.: 550,038 

Filed: Oct. 30,19!n 

II& Cl? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B63B 21/52 
U.S. Cl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44m3; 441/19 
Field of Search . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441/l. 6. 11. 13. 

44l/16, 18. 19.20; 114/264.265.266. 
267 

1561 References Cited 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

3,961,259 611976 Elstow et al. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441119 
5,339288 S/1994 Blier et al. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441/11 

FOREIGN Pm DOCUMENTS 

[571 ABSTRACT 

A remotely controllable signal device. such as a buoy which 
may be used as a target for gunfire training includes 
platform. a radio receiver. a decoding device. and one or 
more visual location signaling devices. The platform is 
floatable in the case of a buoy. The visual location signaling 
devices provide a visual indication of the location of the 
device. The visual location signaling &vices include smoke 
generating devices such as marine smoke canisters. and a 
light such as a strobe light. The light can be mounted on a 
short tower for higher visibility. The decoding device can be 
a dual-tone multiple frequency decoder. and can include a 
switching device which selectively activates one of a num- 
ber of visual location signaling devices located on the 
platform. The radio receiver may be a UHP AM receiver. 
The platform can also include a Global Positioning System 
transceiver device to assist in tracking the platform in the 
open ocean. As another option. the platform can include a 
sonar pinger to alJow acoustic tracking of the impacts of 
shells when implemented as a buoy on instrumented hydro- 
phone tracking ranges. 
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